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district, having previously taught kin-
dergarten, second grade, and sixth
grade. She attended Florida Atlantic
University while working as a resident
assistant and volunteered with the
YMCA. Taylor graduated summa cum
laude with a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology and received her master of
education degree from the University
of West Florida. She plans to become
an administrator in the future.

I extend my best wishes to Taylor
and look forward to hearing of her con-
tinued success in the years ahead.®

——
TRIBUTE TO CHASEY NIEBRUGGE

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Chasey Niebrugge, the Lee
County Teacher of the Year from River
Hall Elementary School in Alva, FL.

Chasey was named Teacher of the
Year because she encompasses all the
components of a model teacher. De-
scribed as talented, innovative, and
committed to expanding learning be-
yond the classroom, she changed the
intensive intervention/exceptional stu-
dent education program at her school
from a program that lacked resources
and true inclusion practices to a pro-
gram that is thriving. Students who
were struggling are now flourishing.

Her II/ESE students are a huge part
of the school’s family and are included
in all activities they are able to attend.
She creates an engaging, differen-
tiated, and safe classroom environment
where her students are expected to do
their personal best. Chasey believes
that continuing her own learning out-
side of her classroom is extremely im-
portant and a large part of her success
as a teacher.

Chasey feels that every single day is
a new opportunity for a child to learn.
As an educator, she believes it is her
responsibility to provide the best
learning experience for her students.
She has always wanted to teach, be-
lieving this to be her passion and that
she is meant to be with her students.

Chasey is a graduate from Estero
High School and is a former basketball
and softball athlete. She is the inten-
sive intervention/exceptional student
education teacher at River Hall Ele-
mentary School.

I express my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Chasey and offer my best
wishes on her future endeavors.e

——
TRIBUTE TO KENNETH NORTH

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Kenneth North, the Union
County Teacher of the Year from
Union County High School in Lake
Butler, FL.

Kenneth is more than a teacher; he is
a mentor for today’s youth to be to-
morrow’s successful and productive
citizens. He does this by providing op-
portunities for them through competi-
tions, community service, social func-
tions, and daily activities.

In many instances, he sets up prac-
tical exercises for his students to work
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through by coming up with solutions to
problems that work best for them. Ac-
cording to Kenneth, this teaches stu-
dents the principle of taking ownership
of problems and giving the solutions
that can be applied throughout life.
Kenneth is a Junior Reserve Officers’
Training Corps instructor with more
than 23 years of life experiences around
the world. He has been a JROTC in-
structor with Union County since 2012.
I extend my appreciation to Kenneth
for his hard work and congratulate him
on this achievement. I wish him con-
tinued success in the years to come.®

———
TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER POWELL

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Jennifer Powell, the Leon
County Teacher of the Year from
Lawton Chiles High School in Talla-
hassee, FL.

Jennifer received this important rec-
ognition because of her innovative les-
son plans and tireless work on behalf of
her students. Her colleagues consider
her an asset to both her students and
the school.

After she was named Teacher of the
Year, Jennifer’s students gave her a
standing ovation in their classroom.
Jennifer said she loves her students
and notes they come to her class every
day, prepared to meet any of the chal-
lenges she gives them.

Jennifer believes in hard work and
thinks that being part of a team is im-
portant. Relationships are very impor-
tant to Jennifer; they are her philos-
ophy for education. If she can form re-
lationships with the students, parents,
and the school’s administration, she
believes anything can happen in and
outside of the classroom.

Jennifer has been teaching social
studies for the past 11 years. Her first
9 years were spent as a civics teacher
at Deerlake Middle School and the past
2 years have been at Lawton Chiles
High School. She is a three-time grad-
uate of Florida State University with a
bachelor’s and master’s degree in social
science education/curriculum and in-
struction and a specialist’s degree in
educational leadership.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Jennifer for all her hard
work and dedication she has given to
her students. I wish her continued suc-
cess in the years to come.®

——
TRIBUTE TO SARAH RAY

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Sarah Ray, the Palm Beach
County Teacher of the Year from the
Alexander W. Dreyfoos School of the
Arts in West Palm Beach, FL.

Sarah professes that everything she
does is for her students, and this award
is entirely about them. Sarah wants to
make sure to help all of her students
continue in their educational careers.

Sarah took over the Artists Reaching
to Society Club at the school after the
passing of its founder. Under her direc-
tion, the club organizes an annual arts
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camp for elementary school students.
The camp has grown to include 250 stu-
dent volunteers and 125 students each
summer.

A Google Certified Teacher and Dis-
trict Trailblazer Teacher, Sarah has
successfully integrated technology into
her classroom. This has helped excite
her students about learning while also
providing the technological ability to
monitor their progress.

Sarah graduated from Dreyfoos
School of the Arts in 2000 and earned
her bachelor of arts degree from the
University of Florida with a major in
history and a minor in education. She
completed masters-level coursework at
Florida Atlantic University. She began
teaching at Dreyfoos in 2014 and has
served as the school advisory com-
mittee chair, senior class adviser, stu-
dent council adviser, and schoolwide
positive behavior.

I extend my best wishes to Sarah and
look forward to learning of her contin-
ued successes.®

———
TRIBUTE TO CARLA ROSS

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
am pleased to recognize Carla Ross, the
Escambia County Teacher of the Year
from Booker T. Washington High
School in Pensacola, FL.

Carla was recognized for bringing en-
thusiasm into the classroom every day.
She has a different style of teaching,
with her classroom being more of a
hands-on experience, which her stu-
dents find to be more enjoyable and
have excelled in this leaning environ-
ment.

Carla is an instructor for the mar-
keting and entrepreneurship academy
at Booker T. Washington High School.
She became a teacher after moving to
Pensacola and has been with Escambia
County schools for 35 years.

She never envisioned herself becom-
ing a teacher, having hated school
when she was in high school and col-
lege. Carla fell in love with this career
after working with her students and
brought her passion for the business
world into the schoolhouse.

She immerses her students into the
real world of work, teaching every as-
pect of running a business, production,
advertising, sales, and distribution.
This provides nonstop activity for her
students to stay on task. They know
their work is done under the watchful
eye of someone they see as more than
a teacher.

I extend my best wishes to Carla for
all the hard work she has done for her
students. I look forward to hearing of
her continued success in the years
ahead.e

———
TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER WINGATE

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Jennifer Wingate, the Gil-
christ County Teacher of the Year from
Trenton High School in Trenton, FL.
In only her second year of teaching
in the public school system, Jennifer
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